BLETCHLEY
RAILWAYANA

21 St. Mary's Avenue
Bletchley, Milton Keynes
MK3 5DT

Telephone
(0908) 648299

Model Railways,
Railway Books, Ephemera and Relics

BOUGHT AND SOLD

Part Exchange Welcomed

armme emoe eEEe

Commissloned railway paintings.
Original oll paintings, drawings, pastels,
watercolours, prints and acrylics.
Picture gallery. Picture framing service.

Photographic prints and coliector
postcards in stock.

A good selection of new and
secondhand books and magazines.
Books ordered if not in stock.

New and secondhand models In all
popular scales.
O gauge a speciality.

Ready to run items by Bachmann,
Dapol, Fleischmann, Graham Farish,
Hornby ete.

Kits by Connaisseur, Oakville, Pocket
Money, MTK, Slaters.

Structures by Kirtley Models, scenle
items by Woodland Scenics etc.

Commercially made trains in ail
gauges; clockwork, steam, and electric
by Hornby (Duble & O), Bassett- 1 is T and ber plates,

il

Open 6 days (closed all day Wed.)
10.00-17.30 (13.00 Sun)
Free Parking outside shop

Lowke, Bing, Marklin, Trix etc. Also
early brass, tinplate, wood or cast iron
trains, stations and accessories. Also
required more recent models by Alrfix,
Lima, Mainline etc. American and
Continental also required.

lineside and station signs, signalling,
instruments, handlamps, station
lamps, station furniture, railway
silverware, glass and china, uniforms,
butitons, badges, clocks,

MKMRS
NEWS

SEPTEMBER 1996

A DR interloper, 112106 heads a northbound inter-reggio service away from
Remagen (Rhine), before total reunification of Germany.
Photograph: David Lean

Published by Dennis Lovett, Chairman, Milton Keynes Model
Railway Society




BUSHEY AND DISTRICT MODEL RAILWAY SOCIETY.

Present their

MODEL RAILWAY
EXHIBITION

Saturday 26th October 1996
10.30am to 5.00 pm

Upper and Lower Halls
Bushey Hall School
London Road Bushey Watford, Herts.

Lavouts in N to gauge 1.
Train rides on 71/4”gauge

Full Trade Support.
Refreshments.
Nearest Station Bushey B.R.

Ample Free Parking - R.A.C.signposted “Bushey Hall School.”
Admission Adults £2.50 Children/Senior Citizens £1.00

Members of the Chiltern Model Railway Association.

MILTON KEYNES MODEL RAILWAY SOCIETY

President Jim Wood
Vice Presidents Les Wood

Founded 1969

Committee Geoff Bell

Gordon Etherington

Chairman Dennis Lovetl
Vice Chairman  Fred Collins

Sccrelary Chris Hughes
Treasurer Eric Bowman

MEKMRS is a member of the Chiltern Model Railway

Chris Garner
Chris Lester
Colin Jamieson

Librarian Mark Wilson
Museum Co-ord. John Hatton

CMRA Rep.
Association and the Model Railway Club.

Chris Lester

I was recently sent on a training
course on change management.
This is a subject which the
whole world seems to be cur-
rently involved in,

Nowhere has there been more
change than within MKMRS. 1
was recently asked by a member
why we had lost our independ-
ence, why we were "under the
thumbs" of the Bletchley Park
management and why we were
no longer prepared to put on
model railway exhibitions?

I have, as your Chairman,
always welcomed such feed-
back, and I was, I hope, able (o
reassure him on the issues he
raised.

What should be considered, at
the same time, is that this model
railway club is not the only one
having (o undergo radical
change. As 1 write, the world
famous, "The Model Railway
Club", with its purpose built and
wholly owned club rooms is
about to go out of business
unless some major changes take
place. They too have had prob-
lems with exhibitions, except in
their case their are many more
noughts involved on the end of
their losses!

All change

Having set the scene, let me now
return (o the points raised by our
member, We have not lost our
independence. We remain
financially independent and have
not signed any agreements with
the BP Trustees. We are free to
go at any time - but remember
the finding of alternative
premises and the likely financial
drain is not one that we can
consider. Had we not moved to
Bletchley Park then we would
have had to close down, indeed
we would have done so years
ago, had it not been from the
income from our own exhibition.

The last exhibition resulted in
the first loss by this club in 12
attempts. Had we not been better
at it, then the losses would have
crippled us. What used to be a
way of funding a club for most
of the two years in between
exhibitions has now become a
dead cert loss maker. There are
simply not enough punters
interested in model trains
anymore to make one viable in
this town.It is a risk that your
present commitiee is not pre-
pared to take. Even the Woburn
Sands event (21st September)
has not been casy (o organise
(and fund).

Our future is at Bletchley Park
or else we simply do not have
one. Our commitment is to run
trains on open days and we have
funded layouts and building
improvements on that basis.

When it comes to change, then
we have had to do it. In the past
two years we have had to change
from the traditional model
railway club that I joined, to the
one we have now. It has required
commitment and dedication. The
improvements are there to see
and we need to continue to meet
the demands placed upon us.

No model railway club is more
steeped in tradition than "The
Model Railway Club". That they
arc in trouble is a warning to the
rest of us. I believe that the
decisions we have taken so far
have been the right ones. We will
continue to provide Bletchley
Park with il's railway content
and improve standards and
accommodation within the
budgets available.

We have achieved much and
changed a lot. We still have
some Wiy L0 go.

Dennis Lovett, Chairman



Swapmeet dates

A swapmeet will take place at Woughton
Campus on the following dates during 1996;

13th October
8th December

Opening times arc 1100 - 1500. Admission is
70p, child/senior citizens 30p

Gauge O Guild - Spring Convention
8th March 1997

The Gauge O Guild will be returning to
Bletchley Leisure Centre after a gap of a
couple of years for their Spring Convention -
next March.

We have almost a years notice to round up
volunteers for stewarding etc. We have also
been asked to provide catering and to assist
with the setting up on the Friday evening (7th
March 1997).

Plcase book these dates in your diary a.s.a.p
Pleasc note this is a one day show (mainly
trade with some supporting layouts).

Gordon Etherington, Vice President
The Scale Show - 19th October

The S Scale Model Railway Society has in-
vited MKMRS to provide 12 (or more) stew-
ards at its 50th Anniversary event. The S Scale
Society is a small organisation of talented
scratchbuilders who work at 3/16 inch to |
Foot. Our Honourary Member Ian Pusey, is
also Chairman of the S Scale Society and it is

important that we support Ian at this event,
who afterall has done us proud on many occa-
sions in the past. The 2mm Association are
also providing exhibits and they too are a
specialist group, who scratchbuild many of
their models.

This looks to be an excellent show and the
organisers have promised not only free entry to
those volunteering to Steward but lunch as
well from the Leisure Centre caterers.

Volunteers please put your name on the list by
the signing in book. Tim Davey has already
volunteered and I look forward to supplying
Ian with a long list in due course. Full details
next issue.

Dennis Lovett, Chairman

Woburn Sands Show

Colin Jamieson is looking for volunteers (o
assist with this one day event at Woburn Sands
on 21st September. Further details appcar
clsewhere in this magazine

For Sale - Wrenn A4

A work colleague has a Wrenn A4 Seagull for
sale in LNER Blue, boxed. Offers to:

Ian Pursey, 16 Albany Road, Northampton,
Tel 01604 31808 (evenings)

Bletchley Park duties

The Bletchley Park duty roster now appears
on Page 3. Your suport is greatly appreci-
ated. John Hatton will explain the proce-
dures and how to operate layouts.

Additional volunteers are needed over the 3
day August bank holiday weekend.

NB - not opening 21st Sept. (Woburn Sands
event)

The Gauge ‘O’ Guild Limited

Please reply to:
159 Balden Road. Harborne, Birmingham B32 2EL.

Tel. 0121 558 8851(B) 0121 426 3452 (H)
Fax 0121 558 1807

Our ret : POHJ/CE

Date as postmark

Dear Colleague,

Guildex 96 - Telford International Centre - September 7/8th next

A short note to remind you and your colleagues that the principal event of the Guild's 40th
Anniversary year 1s Guiidex Yo being held at the Teiford international Centre on the above dates.
This is the fifth year at Telford which has proved to be an excellent venue for the Guild's showcase
event, and this vear additional space has been made available to show a very impressive collection of
layouts these having been assembled by Mike Cook to celebrate 40 vears of Gauge O modelling.

In addition there will be the usual very full trade support, in fact virtually everybody in O Gauge
supplying the hobby will be present, together with demonstrations by very experienced modellers,
there to help you improve your own modelling, and a number of Societies.

—Sir Bill McAlpine has agreed to come and open the event for the Guild, and there will also be a
showcase of his models within the exhibition.

There will be a very large stand celebrating 40 vears of Gauge O modelling which will include
displays of O Gauge modelling through the decades of the Guild, together with representatives from
the various support committees.

This letter is by way of advance notice, as the Exhibition Guide with full details of layouts, traders
attending etc. will be included in the August edition of the Gazette.

I trust you and your colleagues will make every effort to attend this major event in 7 mm modelling.
It is the largest 7 mm event ever organised in this country, and it will be a very fitting celebration to
40 vears of the Guild's support of the Gauge. You may like to consider organising a group Vvisit, so
sharing costs of transport etc. and improving enjovment of a visit to the event, through the feliowship
that can be had with like minded members and modellers

Guild members can buy advance tickets as reported in the last edition of the Newsletter and you may
wish 10 make use of this facility as there is a 30p saving on tickets purchased in advance of the

weekend.
I do hope that you will be able to attend Guildex this September. but if you still wish to partake in the
celebrations for the 40th Anniversary, but are unable to get to Telford, there will be a celebration at

Warley National Model Railway Exhibition at the NEC in October when again many r_nembers of the
Guild will be present and which will feature displays celebrating the 40 vears of the Guild.

Hope vou will come to Telford in September
Yours sincerel)D -

.‘\ zmﬁ}*\' aa
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I OH tlones Fhe Clange 'O Guald Lamuted s Pravige Company Lnted by Cuarantee
Exhibition Manauer Revratered i Frnekand No. 2040556
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Saturday 21st September

Fullbrook School, Weathercock Lane

WOBURN SANDS

* WORKING MODEL RAILWAY LAYOUTS * SOCIETY STANDS
* VINTAGE BUS LINKS TO/FROM RAILWAY STATION

* REFRESHMENTS

10.30am - ly=30pw - Adults £1 Children 50p

Travel by train to Woburn Sands during the 150th Anniversary year of the Bedford to Bletchley
Railway line

Bletchley Park Roster Board

By the Chief Roster Clerk

January 13th:JH, Fred Collins, Emic Johnson
Janum‘y 14th:JH Ray/Richard Cousins, John Tennant

January 27(h:1H, Richard Cousins
January 28th:1H, John Tennant

Fchruary 10th:Bruce Garwood, Ken James
February 11th:iH Chris & Nick Hughes

February 241h:JH, Dennis Lovett, John Tennant
February 25th:Chris Garner, Ken James

March 9th:JH Geoff Bell
March 10th:1H, Dennis Lovett

March 23rd:Tim Davey. Ken James
March 24th:Chris Hughes

Apri] 6th:JH, Ernie Johnson
Apl'i] Tth:JH, Bernard Worden

April 20th:Eric Bowman, Gordon Shrimpton
April 21st:Richard & Ray Cousins

May 4th:John Tennant, Chris Hughes
May Sth: John Tennant Roger Blackburn Tattoo
May 6th: John Tennant Chris Lester Weekend

May 18th:Bruce Garwood & Ken Wiggins
May [9th:JH. Fred Collins, John Tennant

June Ist:JH. Tony Winn
June 2nd:JH. Dennis Lovett

June 8th:IH, Mark Wilson Military 96
June 9th: JH, Bruce Garwood. Ken Wiggins, John Tennant

June 15th:Gordon Shrimpton, Les Wood
June 16th:Chris Hughes, John Tennant

June 29th:Richard & Ray Cousins Boat Club
June 30th: JH. Chris Garner, John Tennant

July 13th: JH, Don Pigott, Eric Preston
July 14th: 1H,Roger Blackburn

July 27th:Colin Jamieson & Peter Moore
July 28th:Tony Cordwell

August 10th:JH, Tony Cordwell
August 1 1th:JH, John Tennant Dennis Lovett,

August 24th:Chris Lester
August 25th: TBA
August 26th: TBA

Bletchley Park show
September 7th: JH, Ernie Johnson
September 8th: JH, Bernard Worden

Septem ber 21st: Woburn Sands Event (not opening)
September 22nd: Dennis Lovett, Les Wood

QOctober 5th: JH, Tony Winn
October 6th: Ray & Richard Cousins

October 19th; TBA (S Scale/2mm Association, BLC)
October 20th: JH, Gordon Shrimpton

November 2nd:Geoff Bell, Colin Jamieson
November 3rd: JH, Fred Collins

November 16th: Ken James
November 17th: Chris Hughes

November 30th: Ken James
December 1st: Don Pigott, Eric Preston

December 14th:Chris Lester, Phil Gilbert
December 15th:Chris Garner, Ken Wiggins

JH = John Hatton (Museum co-ordinator).

If you are unable to work the day allocated
please arrange a "swop" with another



The British Pacific Locomotives
No 4: The Peppercorn Class A2 Pacifics by Fred Collins

Cylinders: 3x 19"
Boiler Pressure: 250 p.s.i.
Length over buffers: 73" 0"
Weight incl. tender: 164.5 tons

The illustration shows the LNER pacific in its final
form. built in 1948 and designed by A. H. Peppercorn, it
is not strictly a "Gresley" but it's ancestry dates back to
the original "Great Northern" of 1922,

An incredible 202 pacifics were constructed for the
GNR, LNER and BR(ER) in the 26 years between the
first and last. They were built under the auspices of
Gresley, Thompson and Peppercorn. They were classi-
fied Al and A3 (Gresley), A2/3, A2/2 and A2/1
Thompson and A2 and Al (Peppercorn). Most of the
Thompson engines were rebuilds of other classes, A
number of the locomotives also changed their appear-
ance during their life, mainly Thompson alterations o
Gresley designs. There is no doubt that a number of
changes were forced on Thompson by circumstance.

Thompson took the reins during wartime when coal was
in short supply amd maintenance at a low ebb. Never-
theless, his alterations seemed to bear scant regard to
appearance and some f{inished up looking grotesque!

Double chimneys were [itted to improve draughting but

this brought problems with drifting exhaust obstructing
the drivers view.

Various remedies were tried including cutting sections
from the smokebox and fitting all shapes and sizes of
deflectors, many of which added to the ungainly
appearance of the locomotives.

The Peppercorn engines followed the Gresley tradition
of good looks and although different to Gresley's had
their own clean, handsome lines.

The non-streamlined pacifics had their heyday in the
late 1920's and early 1930's with 4472 'Flying Scotsman'
recording the first fully authenticated speed in excess of
100 mph. A3 'Papyrus’ later raised the record to 108
mph.

Although the records brought great prestige (o the
LNER and to Gresley, it was nuch more significant that
they could haul their trains at sustained high speed over
distances, 90 mph running was looked upon as normal
rather than exceptional.

Gresley striving for even faster running would put in
hand the production of the A4 streamlined pacifics.

Another pacific next month

Rolling stock

Some items of rolling stock

and other items stored on

layouts and elsewhere has
recently been mislaid. Anyone

with information to their

current whereabouts is invited

1o reveal all. Some items

recently mislaid turned up in

one of our recent tidy-up
sessions, so we shall nop

doubt find the other items as

well!

Plcase advise me if they have
turned up in the area used hy

your specific projects.

Dennis Lovett
Chairman.

Abbey Branch article

Due to space restrictions in
this particular issue, Part 3 on
the St. Albans Abbey -

held over to the next issue.

Doug Moorcrofts
new address

Would ¢lub members and
officers please note that our
Honourary member Doug
Moorgroft has recently moved
house. Doug can be contacted
as follows:

Bridamay,

65 Redlake Drive,

Taunton,

TA1 2RS

Telephone: 01823 284020

Doug sends his best wishes
and hopes to visit Bletchley
Park at some future date to
ensure we are keeping up the
good work.

Doug is active on the Gauge 1
front and will be more than
happy to discuss develop-

Watford Junction line has been

ments in this scale with
members of MKMRS.

QGM

The next QGM will be held
on Tuesday 29th October
starting at 8pm in the club
room.

Would Committee members
and club officers please note
that a Committee Meeting
will be held in the club room
on Wednesday 23rd Oclober
commencing at 7.45pm.

Steam on the Bedford
line

We understand that the Bed-
ford - Bletchley 150th Anni-
versary committee will be
sponsoring steam trains on the
Bletchley - Bedford (Marston
Vale Line) on a Saturday
during November. Further
details will appear when
known.

BLETCHLEY
&9

by Dennis Lovett

The Marston Vale Line from Bletchley 1o
Bediord o cuently enjoving stardom tollowmy
the recent release of i new video tacing the
lines historcal roos and cureent operations.

“Bletwehley Bedlord Railway - 130 years™
Tas been released by Runturrow Video off
Haddenhom s one ol its series ol line profiles
Last Suommer, cameraoim Barey Myall was
accommpanied by Bletehley Triaction Inspecton

I Madeom Service during Tihming Trom the front

cab window. Which covered the whole route in
both dircctions, whilst some ol this Tootage

| appears on the video,aconsiderable amount has

been lett on the cutling oo oo Bletchies

did. however, recerve complinwentiny tapes ol the

whole drivers eye view, which is now heing
used for rodte know ledue traming - Also on the
trp wies well known atithor and vilway
Historian Bill Siopson ol Banbury . With books
already completed on thie Cheddington -
Avlesbury, Verney Junction - Banbuary, Oxfond -
Cambridge and Walverton - Newport Pagnell
lines, Bill was accompanicd by mysell and
made notes about the various featres 1 was able
T ot oat e voute o the comtort ol the
passenger area Dwas able o 10E o most ol he
waps, or point Billin the direction ol others,
who could solve his questions. Billwent on (o
write the seript for the video and sarrate the
\|\)I')

e e mchades some exeellent listorical

tape s also available from

lontage. e "
incloding

aclve \J
mieral from

the London Brick Company showing the

brick trains and the adustrial systen that
operated i the brickworks.

The tape cosis £17.50 Gneluding postage
and packmg ) and s available fron
Rudoeow Vadeo, 6 Run
Furrow., Haddenham
Aylesbury, HP1TT 81HL. The

spectilist prilway hook amd
viden supplicrs




The British Pacific Locomotives
No 4: The Peppercorn Class A2 Pacifics by Fred Collins

Cylinders: 3x 19"
Boiler Pressure: 250 ps.i.
Length over buffers: 73 0"
Weight incl. tender: 164.5 tons

The illustration shows the LNER pacific in its f{inal
form. built in 1948 and designed by A. H. Peppercorn, it
is not strictly a "Gresley" but it's ancestry dates back to
the original "Great Northern" of 1922,

An incredible 202 pacifics were constructed for the
GNR, LNER and BR(ER) in the 26 years between the
first and last. They were built under the auspices of
Gresley, Thompson and Peppercorn. They were classi-
fied Al and A3 (Gresley), A2/3, A2/2 and A2/1
Thompson and A2 and A1 (Peppercorn). Most of the
Thompson engines were rebuilds of other classes. A
number of the locomotives also changed their appear-
ance during their life, mainly Thompson alterations o
Gresley designs. There is no doubt that a number of
changes were forced on Thompson by circumstance.

Thompson took the reins during wartime when coal was
in short supply amd maintenance at a low ebb. Never-
theless, his alterations seemed to bear scant regard to
appearance and some finished up looking grotesque!

Double chimneys were [itted to improve draughting but

this brought problems with drifting exhaust obstructing
the drivers view.

Various remedies were tried including cutting sections
from the smokebox and fitting all shapes and sizes of
deflectors, many of which added to the ungainly
appearance of the locomotives.

The Peppercorn engines followed the Gresley tradition
of good looks and although different to Gresley's had
their own clean, handsome lines.

The non-streamlined pacifics had their heyday in the
late 1920's and carly 1930's with 4472 'Flying Scotsman'
recording the first fully authenticated speed in excess of
100 mph. A3 'Papyrus’ later raised the record to 108
mph.

Although the records brought great prestige (o the
LNER and to Gresley, it was nuch more significant that
they could haul their trains at sustained high speed over
distances. 90 mph running was looked upon as normal
rather than exceptional.

Gresley striving for even faster running would put in
hand the production of the A4 streamlined pacifics.

Another pacific next month

)

Rolling stock

Some items of rolling stock

and other items stored on

layouts and elsewhere has
recently been mislaid. Anyone

with information to their

current whereabouts is invited

1o reveal all. Some items

recently mislaid turned up in

one of our recent tidy-up
sessions, so we shall nop

doubt find the other items as

well!

Plcase advisc me if they have
turned up in the area used by

your specific projects.

Dennis Lovett
Chairman.

Abbey Branch article

Duc to space restrictions in
this particular issue, Part 3 on
the St. Albans Abbey -

held over to the next issue.

Doug Moorcrofts
new address

Would club members and
officers please note that our
Honourary member Doug
Moorgroft has recently moved
house. Doug can be contacted
as follows:

Bridamay,

65 Redlake Drive,

Taunton,

TA1 2RS

Telephone: 01823 284020

Doug sends his best wishes
and hopes to visit Bletchley
Park at some future date to
ensure we are keeping up the
good work.

Doug is active on the Gauge 1
front and will be more than
happy to discuss develop-

Watford Junction line has been

ments in this scale with
members of MKMRS.

QGM

The next QGM will be held
on Tuesday 29th October
starting at 8pm in the club
room.

Would Committee members
and club officers please note
that a Committee Meeting
will be held in the club room
on Wednesday 23rd October
commencing at 7.45pm.

Steam on the Bedford
line

We understand that the Bed-
ford - Bletchley 150th Anni-
versary committee will be
sponsoring steam trains on the
Bletchley - Bedford (Marston
Vale Line) on a Saturday
during November. Further
details will appear when
known.

BLETCHLE Py

by Dennis Lovett

The Narston Vale Fine from Blewchley 1o
Bedtord s currently enmpoying stdom following
the recent release of i new video tracing the
lines histarival roots and current operations.

“Bletehley Bedlond Railwiy - 150 years™
lis been released by Runturraw Video of
Haddenhom as one ol its series of line profiles
Last Sunumer, cameranin Barey Myall was
accommpanied by Bletchley Tiaction Inspecton
Matdcom Service during Tlming trom the front
cab window. Which covered the whole route in
both dircctions, whilst some ol this Jnotage
appears on the video, i considerable amount his
been lett on the catting oo Hoor Blewhiey
didd, however, receive complimentany tapes ol the

whole drivers eye view. which is now heing
used for rote know ledue traming. Also on the
trip wis well known atthor and viilway
historian Bill Simpson ol Banbury . With books
already completed on the Cheddington -
Aylesbury. Vepney Junction - Banbury, Oxford -
Cambridge and Wolverton - Newpari Pagnell
lines, Bill was accomipanicd by myself and
made notes about the various features | was able
10 point oat e voute frons the comtort ol the
passenger arci D was able o 11E o most ol e
waps. o point Billin the direction ol others.,
who could solve his questions. Bilbwent on 1o
write the serpt for the video ad narrate the
sMory

The g incluades some excellent bistorical

Gape s also avadlable from

i
=4

loutage., b

including

material Trom

the London Brick Company showing the

brick trains and the industial systenn il
operated mthe brickworks.

The tape cosis £17.50 Gneluding postage
and packmg ) and s availahle frony
Rudoosw Vadeo, 6 Run
Favrow, Haddenham
Aylesbury, HP1I7 81H. The

spectalist pilway hook and
video sapplicrs




