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 T

he M
K

M
R

S Q
uarterly N

ew
sletter w

ill only survive w
ith your help, w

e need you 
to provide articles -  

v
 T

hese can be w
rite-ups on exhibitions you have attended, m

odeling titbits, 
or anything that you think other m

em
bers w

ould find interesting.  
v

 If you w
ould like to be included in our “M

eet the M
em

bers” articles in a 
future N

ew
sletter, please send in your notes for inclusion.  

v
 T

he articles need to be sent in by em
ail to N

ew
sletter@

M
K

M
R

S.org.uk 
they need to be the w

ords that you w
ant to appear, include any pictures 

that you w
ant in the article. A

ll can be sent to the above em
ail address for 

inclusion.  
v

 H
oping for lots of copy for the new

sletter. 

D
eadline for articles for the Sum

m
er E

dition is the 25
th M

ay 2018 w
ith 

the N
ew

sletter being published by the 1
st June 2018.  
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C
H

A
IR

M
A

N
'S N

E
W

S 
 It hardly seem

s any tim
e at all since I w

as w
riting notes for the last 

N
ew

sletter, but a lot has happened since last N
ovem

ber - I have 
becom

e a G
randparent for the first tim

e, the C
hristm

as tea collection 
resulted in a handsom

e donation to W
illen H

ospice and just recently 
w

e held another very successful exhibition. 
 O

nce the dust has settled on that event and the C
om

m
ittee has had 

tim
e to digest the good and bad aspects of the exhibition w

e shall begin 
planning in earnest for the next one.  A

s 2019 w
ill m

ark the club's 
fiftieth anniversary w

e w
ant to do som

ething special and w
e intend to 

set 
up 

a 
dedicated 

exhibition 
sub-com

m
ittee 

from
 

w
ithin 

the 
m

em
bership to assist because it has becom

e just too m
uch for one 

person to do alone. 
 I w

ould like to w
elcom

e tw
o new

 m
em

bers this quarter, M
ick G

ow
ling 

and A
shley G

oodall. M
ick joins us from

 M
en in Sheds and A

shley 
decided to com

e along after attending the exhibition. T
heir photos 

appear elsew
here in this edition of the N

ew
sletter so you can 

recognise them
 in the clubroom

. 
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 A

s w
e start another new

 m
odelling year w

e are learning w
hat the 

various m
anufacturers have in store.  I think w

e have all now
 seen 

w
hat both Bachm

ann and H
ornby have up their sleeves and the recent 

N
ürnburg T

oy Fair has highlighted w
hat the European com

panies 
intend to introduce. I note there is yet another new

 nam
e about to 

appear on the British scene, A
ccurascale, from

 Ireland. Their first 
product is to be a BR built 24½

 ton hopper w
agon, to be sold in four 

packs of three, at rrp £59.95 each so that a 12 w
agon train can be 

m
ade up w

ith all different running num
bers. W

ith the large num
ber of 

m
odels now

 being offered or in the pipeline I do w
onder if it is all 

sustainable or w
hether there is about to be an alm

ighty crash? 
Follow

ing difficulties, I had in obtaining a particular T
rix locom

otive in 
D

ecem
ber it becam

e apparent that the European m
anufacturers seem

 
to be producing only sufficient quantities to fulfil pre-orders. So far I 
do not think British m

anufacturers are doing this but it m
ay be w

ise 
to pre-order from

 your chosen dealer for new
ly announced item

s to 
avoid disappointm

ent. 
 N

o photo this tim
e but I hope to have som

e G
erm

an steam
 pictures 

in tim
e for the next edition from

 the forthcom
ing Plandam

pf in Trier, 
w

here for a w
eekend in A

pril m
any of the local trains w

ill be steam
 

hauled.   
 C

hris H
ughes  

C
hairm

an 
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M
em

ber U
pdates 

 Please join us in w
elcom

ing the follow
ing new

 m
em

bers to the club. If 
you see them

 in the clubroom
 please introduce yourself.   

 

  
  

 
          
   

 
M

ick G
ow

ling 
  A

shley G
oodall       K

eith O
ldfield 

                          
           N

am
e H

ere 
      



30 
 

Forthcom
ing E

vents 
 

D
ate 

E
vent 

 

04 M
arch 2018 

C
hesham

 M
odel Railw

ay C
lub A

nnual Exhibition 10am
 to 

4pm
 at the W

hite H
ill C

entre, W
hite H

ill, C
hesham

, 

Buckingham
shire. 

 
20 M

arch 2018 
C

om
m

ittee M
eeting 

 

24 M
arch 2018 

T
hetford &

 D
istrict M

odel Railw
ay Society O

pen D
ay. 10am

 

to 4pm
 at the C

harles Burrell C
entre, Staniforth R

oad, 

T
hetford, IP24 3LH

 

 
24 M

arch 2018 
London Festival of Railw

ay M
odelling.  A

lexandra Palace, 

A
lexandra Palace W

ay, London 

 

07 A
pril 2018 

T
he A

ssociation of 16m
m

 N
arrow

 G
auge M

odeller - 

N
ational G

arden R
ailw

ay Show
. 10am

 to 5pm
 at the 

Peterborough A
rena, East of England Show

 G
round, 

Peterborough 

 
07 A

pril 2018 
T

ring and D
istrict M

R
C

- Beacon Rail.  10:30am
 to 4:30pm

 at 

the Pitstone M
em

orial H
all, Vicarage R

oad, Pitstone. 

 
14 A

pril 2018 
Luton M

odel Railw
ay C

lub Exhibition. 10:30am
 to 5pm

 at 

Stopsley H
igh School, St Thom

as R
oad, Luton 

 
17 A

pril 2018 
C

om
m

ittee M
eeting 

 

29 A
pril 2018 

G
erm

an Railw
ay Society - G

lobalrail 2018. 10:30am
 to 

4:30pm
 at the D

idcot C
ivic H

all, Britw
ell R

oad, D
idcot, 

O
xfordshire O

X
11 7JN

 

 

13 M
ay 2018 

Beds &
 Bucks N

arrow
 G

auge M
odellers - M

odel Railw
ay 

Exhibition. 10am
 to 4:30pm

 at Barton Village H
all, H

exton 

R
oad, Barton Le C

lay, Bedfordshire M
K

45 4JY 

 
15 M

ay 2018 
C

om
m

ittee M
eeting 
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I am

 sure that m
any of you already know

 that A
ntony at A

G
R M

odel 
R

ailw
ay Store gives discounts to m

odel railw
ay club m

em
bers across 

the three counties. 
 T

his discount is 5%
 up to £50 and 10%

 over this am
ount.  Please note 

how
ever, that these discounts do N

O
T

 apply to item
s purchased via 

his w
ebsite.  That applies even if you purchase on the w

eb and collect 
from

 the store. The reason for this is that the w
eb price is already 

discounted and as you pay w
hen you order it is not possible to 

retrospectively apply the discount.  
 T

hese discounts w
ill O

N
LY

 be given, if you produce your M
K

M
RS 

m
em

bership card.  A
nthony has inform

ed m
e that he w

ill strictly 
enforce this rule from

 now
 on.   

 T
his follow

s a recent incident w
hen a custom

er dem
anded the 

discount but did not have his m
em

bership card.  The incident then 
turned ugly w

ith a m
em

ber of staff being verbally abused and the 
custom

er 
w

as 
asked 

to 
leave 

the 
store 

and 
take 

his 
business 

elsew
here. 

 A
nthony did not have any idea w

hich club this person belong to, but, 
the com

m
ittee hopes that it w

as not a m
em

ber of our club. 
 So, the m

oto of this story is alw
ays carry your m

em
bership card. 
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E
xhibition 2018 

B
y Ian B

artlett 
 W

hat a show
! 43 layouts, 30 traders and a final total of 2,750 visitors 

attending, an increase of 500 on the previous year – that’s over 20%
. 

A
lso, and perhaps m

ost im
portantly, a considerable boost to club 

funds as w
ell as the reputation of M

K
M

R
S and know

ledge of our 
existence w

ithin M
ilton K

eynes.  

 
T

hanks to those w
ho m

ade it happen 
H

uge congratulations and thanks m
ust go to T

erry Silver for, yet again, 
pulling together such a successful show

, w
ith so m

any excellent 
layouts. The am

ount of w
ork involved in organising the show

 over 
tw

elve m
onths and in the run up to the show

 each year cannot be 
over stated and, given the positive im

pact the show
 has on the C

lub’s 
finances, he deserves a big round of applause. 
A

n honourable m
ention should also be m

ade of R
ussell H

orne for 
leading the car park team

. This is alw
ays a difficult task, but is even 

m
ore com

plex w
hen the num

ber of visitors is so great and the 
29 

 See here the loco body already connected and ready to be 
closed. N

ote that there are also to cab lights (yellow
 squares 

– SM
D

 LED
s) added. 

 
H

ere you see the engine ready w
ith its headlights on.  

 

 
 So – w

hen are you going to join the D
C

C
 com

m
unity?   
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 O

n the board I can also add the necessary resistors for the 
LED

s. See here the board and the connector. 
 

 
 T

he connector – both m
ale and fem

ale part – are m
ade from

 
sockets for integrated circuit com

ponents. They cost nearly 
nothing and w

ork quite w
ell. 

 T
he area around the lights has to be blackened as the light m

ay 
shine through the plastic of the body shell. This can be done 
w

ith black m
arker pen or w

ith self-adhesive alum
inium

 tape. 
T

his is the tape used to glue insulation boards together. It is 
very thin, very elastic and follow

s also com
plex shapes. 

H
ave here an exam

ple for the m
arker pen (class 59) and the 

alum
inium

 foil (class 37) 
 

 
 For the w

iring I use enam
elled w

ire. It is available in all sizes, it 
can be very thin as w

e w
ill not have m

ore than a few
 m

A
 

fow
ing over it and as it is a single w

ire it w
ill stay w

here you 
put it. The enam

el coating w
ill burn aw

ay w
hen you contact he 

w
ire w

ith a soldering iron, so also the rem
oval of the insulation 

is not an issue.  

5 
 w

eather not especially pleasant. Several of us did a stint in the car park 
and, under R

ussell’s direction, m
ajor traffic queues w

ere avoided, 
although it did get a bit tight from

 tim
e to tim

e! 
T

he ticket selling team
s, led by D

ave C
ourt, also deserve our thanks; 

w
ithout them

 there w
ould be no ticket incom

e! W
ith the show

 being 
so busy, the ticket team

s w
ere kept on their toes all day, and constant 

battles to m
ake sure there w

as enough change and to process the 
queues as quickly as possible w

ere handled w
ith aplom

b. A
ll involved 

in this deserve recognition for their efforts. 
C

atering, m
ore about w

hich later, w
as an ‘interesting’ experience for 

som
e of us w

ho helped out w
ith m

aking the lunches for visiting layout 
ow

ners. It w
as great to see an ‘all hands on deck’ approach to this w

ith 
m

any club m
em

bers rallying to the cause w
ithout even a hint of 

com
plaint w

hen they w
ere needed. N

ever has so m
uch pulled pork 

been delivered by so few
…

 
O

ur ow
n C

hairm
an, C

hris 
H

ughes, spent a couple of 
hours 

w
ith 

the 
M

ayor, 
show

ing him
 around the 

exhibition, 
taking 

som
e 

pictures and directing him
 

tow
ards one of our best 

photo opportunities w
hen 

he 
travelled 

on 
the 

M
K

M
ES m

iniature railw
ay 

(see picture above)! Thanks to C
hris for taking the tim

e to do this and 
hopefully w

inning us another friend w
ithin the M

ilton K
eynes political 

arena! 
 T

he bus operating team
, w

ho spent m
ost of the day outdoors, are also 

to be thanked for their efforts. T
he bus w

as especially popular this 
year, w

ith one or tw
o runs being close to full up. G

iven that the 
w

eather is often both cold and w
et in February, and certainly w

as for 
the show

, this is often a quite unpleasant task! 
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 A

 big thank you m
ust be given to D

ennis Lovett w
ho m

anaged to get 
our exhibition leaflet into the Bachm

ann C
lub m

agazine m
ailing and 

also provided a link to our w
ebsite from

 the hom
e page of the 

Bachm
ann w

ebsite. T
his sort of visibility is extrem

ely helpful to us and 
w

e are very grateful to D
ennis for his support. 

Finally, thanks are due to all m
em

bers w
ho helped set up the show

 on 
Friday, undertake various tasks as required during the day, operated 
layouts and then stayed behind to help put the show

 to bed on 
Saturday 

night. 
N

one 
of 

this 
can 

be 
done 

w
ithout 

individuals’ 
contributions and those contributions are greatly appreciated. Thank 
you! 
 G

reat feedback 
N

ever m
ind how

 m
uch advertising and publicity w

e do, the key to a 
successful show

 is the quality of the layouts on display; this year, there 
has been considerable positive feedback about the layouts w

hich w
ere 

clearly considered to be w
ell w

orth seeing. O
ne com

m
ent received 

from
 a m

em
ber of the public on T

w
itter w

as especially pleasing and 
said: 
‘M

ilton K
eynes should be proud of having this show

’ 
It w

as also great to see so m
any fam

ilies and children attend the show
. 

T
his w

as very noticeable this year and bodes w
ell for future show

s as 
w

e need to encourage younger interest in the hobby as w
ell as adults 

w
ho m

ay not ordinarily attend a m
odel railw

ay exhibition. O
ur show

 
proves that if you put on a good event and tell enough people about 
it, then they w

ill com
e. A

gain, the feedback from
 these visitors has 

been excellent – our show
 w

as a new
 experience for m

any of them
 

and they seem
 to have gone aw

ay im
pressed by our show

 and railw
ay 

m
odelling in general.  

W
e have heard that attendances w

ere also up at other show
s w

hich 
took 

place 
recently, 

so 
m

aybe 
interest 

in 
railw

ay 
m

odelling 
is 

27 
 A

nd now
 the capacitor battery. There are 6 x 3300µF in 

parallel 
giving 

a 
total 

capacity 
of 

19800µF. 
This 

is 
not 

necessary; it w
orks w

ell also w
ith one or tw

o capacitors of 
this size but as there w

as space I w
ent for m

ore. Behind the 
blue shrink tube a charging resistor and a diode are hidden. 
The resistor is necessary as otherw

ise the D
C

C
 controller 

w
ould see a short circuit w

hen the locom
otive goes on the 

track as the huge capacitors w
ill draw

 a lot of current out of 
the system

 to be charged.  
 

 
 A

s I said before – w
hen the loco is already open w

e should 
add also lights:  
 I w

ill add headlights, red lights and cab lights. T
o have neat 

w
iring it is advisable to use a connector betw

een the decoder 
cables and the loco body. To do so I m

ade m
yself a sm

all PC
B. 

It w
ould w

ork also w
ithout, but the board m

akes things easier.  
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 But one after the other. This is the victim

, a Lim
a class 59. 

Bought second hand at a show
 for little m

oney. 
 

 
 T

here is a lot of space in this m
odel, every size of decoder 

could be used. I use a Z
im

o M
X

600 as  
a) I have one spare and  
b) It is cheap for a Z

im
o (20€

).  
 

 
  T

his decoder needs a ground connector for the stay alive. T
he 

position to solder this lead in (on the picture it is the grey 
w

ire) is very w
ell described in the decoder instructions “Z

im
o 

sm
all decoders” w

hich you can dow
nload from

 the w
eb. 
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 experiencing a surge at the m

om
ent. W

hatever the reason, it w
as 

great to see so m
any attendees. 

 O
nce again, w

e received m
any positive com

m
ents from

 layout ow
ners 

and traders about the show
, how

 friendly everybody w
as tow

ards 
them

 and how
 nice it w

as to see lots of fam
ilies w

ith children. M
any 

of the traders reported excellent takings and this is good to know
 as 

it encourages repeat bookings for future years. A
ndy D

ayton, the 
W

renn Specialist, told m
e he had experienced a good show

 over the 
previous w

eekend at the tw
o-day Stafford show

, but had taken even 
m

ore at our show
 in a single day!  

Layouts 
T

he Best in Show
 aw

ards this 
year w

ere w
on by Brinklow

 
(Best C

lub Layout – see picture 
right) and A

rigna T
ow

n (Best 
V

isiting Layout – see picture 
below

). Both layouts epitom
ise 

the quality of m
odelling w

e all 
enjoy and w

ere w
ell deserving 

of their aw
ards.  

H
ow

ever, 
it 

w
as 

a 
tough 

decision 
as 

so 
m

any 
great 

layouts w
ere on show

.  
O

thers w
hich stood out for 

m
e w

ere Leicester (Belgrave 
R

oad), 
K

ingsfield 
and 

H
am

pton End, but others w
ill 

surely 
have 

their 
ow

n 
preferences. 

I’d 
also like 

to 
m

ention 
M

artin 
Shenton’s 

ever 
popular 

Lego 
layout, 

Brickville T
ow

n H
arbour. I observed this for a few

 m
inutes and w

as 
im

pressed by how
 popular it is w

ith our younger visitors – this is 
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 backed up by the fact that I am

 often asked about it specifically by 
parents w

ho are considering attending the show
. 

 O
verall, w

e had an excellent range of layouts, scales, eras and 
operating system

s on display. This has been com
m

ented on in m
uch 

of the feedback w
e have received and has also had the knock-on effect 

of helping us to source layouts for next year’s show
. 

 W
hat didn’t quite go to plan 

For the m
ost part, the exhibition ran very sm

oothly. Setup on the 
Friday night w

as pretty straightforw
ard (once the floor in hall 2 had 

been sorted!), the show
 itself ran sm

oothly and the break dow
n on 

Saturday evening w
as sw

ift. T
his w

as fortunate as T
erry w

as suffering 
from

 a nasty chest infection throughout and any m
ajor upsets m

ight 
have knocked him

 flat. 
 H

ow
ever, w

e know
 som

e things didn’t go so w
ell. W

ithout dw
elling 

for too long on the negatives, w
e should acknow

ledge that the crow
ds 

w
ere uncom

fortably busy at tim
es, the catering w

as quite badly 
understaffed (hence the need for m

em
bers to help m

ake visiting layout 
lunches) and Stantonbury Leisure C

entre itself seem
s to be in need of 

a little care and attention. The building only being opened up at 7.45 
on Saturday m

orning w
as m

ost inconvenient and really gave the 
im

pression that nobody senior w
as in charge of the staff. W

e w
ere 

lucky that all our layouts and traders w
ere sym

pathetic and sim
ply got 

on w
ith setting up in rapid tim

e but opening late is unacceptable and 
w

e had hired the hall from
 7.00am

. 
W

e w
ill be looking at these issues and review

ing w
hat can be done 

about them
. John, the catering m

anager, spoke to T
erry and I after the 

show
 and apologised for not having enough staff and said this w

ould 
be rem

edied next year; there m
ight also be scope for having a 

tea/coffee/snack van outside to help m
anage the queue inside the café. 

25 
 D

iesel from
 stuttering around at high speed into a sm

ooth-
running locom

otive.  
 A

nd of course – once you opened the m
odel you w

ant also to 
add som

e headlights...  
  

 



24 
 

 
 I used this technology on a Jägerndorfer Ö

BB 1163 shunter. 
A

s it is a shunter I also added autom
atic couplings on both 

ends. U
nfortunately, these are w

orking only w
ith the standard 

continental coupling system
s. These couplings allow

 m
e to 

uncouple a train from
 the loco w

herever I like to. There is a 
m

iniature m
agnetic coil in this coupling w

hich opens the 
coupling 

w
hen 

energised. 
The 

uncoupling 
is 

of 
course 

controlled by D
C

C
.  

 

 
A

lso, here a video is available on Flickr show
ing the pantograph 

m
ovem

ent and the uncoupling. 
  https://w

w
w

.flickr.com
/photos/137050108@

N
03/384143151

96/in/dateposted-public/ 
 A

 w
ord about stay alive: This is probably one of the biggest 

advantages of D
C

C
. W

ith that you can convert an old Lim
a 

9 
 H

e also agreed not to charge us for the visiting layouts’ lunches, so 
that w

as decent of him
. 

 T
he hall and associated crow

ding is a m
ore difficult issue.  

 Stantonbury is a large space and w
e haven’t yet seen anything else big 

enough. W
e are open to alternatives, but if w

e do try to m
ove, w

e 
w

ill need to find som
ew

here quickly in order to book exhibits for next 
year. 
 O

n a m
ore positive note…

 
Back in D

ecem
ber, T

erry and I w
ere both quite w

orried about how
 

preparations for the show
 w

ere going and that publicity w
as not as 

extensive as previous years. W
e w

ere concerned that w
e didn’t have 

enough layouts booked and that, w
ith the franchise change on London 

M
idland, w

e w
ere not going to be given the free advertising on stations 

from
 W

atford up to R
ugby that w

e had benefited from
 in previous 

years. W
e didn’t think the show

 w
ould lose m

oney, but w
e did w

ant 
the show

 to do m
ore than sim

ply break even. 
 W

e had a push on layout invites and quickly got those up to over 40 
and m

ade sure all our booked traders w
ere confirm

ed. I developed 
som

e basic posters and, once these w
ere printed, m

em
bers (m

ost 
notably Paul W

akley) distributed them
 around shops and public spaces 

in M
ilton K

eynes. 
 I organised our annual pre-exhibition press conference for the end of 
January. O

n the day, I w
as a little disappointed by the turn-out, but the 

M
ayor did com

e along as did a photographer from
 the M

ilton Keynes 
Citizen. Both seem

ed interested and som
e good pictures w

ere taken. 



10 
 W

e w
ere all a little disappointed w

hen, in the follow
ing w

eek’s M
K

 
C

itizen, there w
as only a tiny m

ention of the event. 
 H

ow
ever, w

e shouldn’t have w
orried; in the follow

ing w
eek’s paper, 

published in the w
eek of the exhibition, w

e had front page coverage 
and several pages inside. This w

as a m
assive help in publicising the 

show
 and w

as a useful rem
inder of just how

 im
portant it is to hold the 

press day. 
 A

nother success this year in term
s of prom

otional activity w
as 

Facebook. For the first tim
e, the C

om
m

ittee authorised a m
odest 

spend on a Facebook advertising cam
paign; this w

as set to run for the 
tw

o w
eeks leading up to the exhibition. I created a short (30 second) 

video giving 
key 

details 
about 

the 
show

 – 
date, 

tim
e, 

location, 
adm

ission cost etc. – and published this in a post on Facebook. T
he 

advertising budget w
as then used to target it at Facebook users in 

M
ilton K

eynes and surrounding areas w
here w

e know
 visitors to our 

show
 have com

e from
 before, e.g. Leighton Buzzard, Bedford, St 

N
eots, H

em
el H

em
pstead etc. 

 T
he cam

paign w
as hugely successful; the advert w

as show
n to over 

55,000 
people 

and 
actually 

view
ed 

by 
m

ore 
than 

38,500. 
I 

supplem
ented this w

ith daily posts on a w
ide range of Facebook 

groups and considerable discussion and sharing took place, helping to 
spread the w

ord about the show
. W

ebsite traffic increased by around 
50%

 com
pared to last year and advance ticket sales increased from

 
500, to around 850.  
 T

he lesson learned from
 this is that tim

e and m
oney spent on targeted 

prom
otional activity is very effective and that social m

edia is now
 a 

23 
  See here an application on a Sw

iss m
ultisystem

 locom
otive 

Bom
bardier RE 474 

 

 
 There is a video available on Flickr w

here you can see the 
pantographs m

oving. O
pen the link and w

hen you see the 
picture press the “run” triangle in the m

iddle. 
 https://w

w
w

.flickr.com
/photos/137050108@

N
03/384143151

96/in/dateposted-public/ 
 M

em
ory 

w
ire 

needs 
a 

m
inim

um
 

w
orking 

length 
of 

approxim
ately 10 to 12 cm

. In case of a locom
otive w

ith a 
central cab you have to go for another option. I used a 
m

iniature servo from
 the Japanese com

pany T
oki. Y

ou can see 
here the servo w

hich is only 37 x 8 x 4m
m

, so it opens new
 

possibilities.  
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 See here 

a 
m

em
ory 

w
ire 

application for 
the pantograph 

m
ovem

ent built into a Piko ES 64U
 

 
 It is practical im

possible to see from
 the outside that there is 

a m
echanism

 built into the pantograph. 

 
 

M
em

ory w
ire 

Return spring 
Red thread to 
m

ove pantograph 

11 
 very im

portant tool for letting people know
 about our exhibition. It 

seem
s that if they know

, then they com
e along!  

 H
ere w

e go again…
 

So, at the tim
e of w

riting (tw
o w

eeks after the 2018 show
), w

e are 
already m

aking plans for the 2019 exhibition. This w
ill be the C

lub’s 
50th anniversary year show

, so w
e w

ould like to do som
ething special; 

w
e’ve had som

e thoughts on that but can’t reveal anything further at 
the m

om
ent. 

 H
ow

ever, I w
ould like to m

ake a plea for your support and assistance 
over the year ahead. The show

 has grow
n over the years to becom

e 
a w

ell know
n event in M

ilton K
eynes and takes m

any hours of w
ork 

to organise. To be honest, this year our resources w
ere spread m

uch 
too thinly and in order for our annual show

 to continue being a 
success, it w

ill need m
ore hands on deck. 

 W
e are looking to set up an Exhibition Planning C

om
m

ittee. M
ore 

about this in future but if you are able to do so, w
e really appreciate 

your help over the next year as w
e plan for an even bigger and better 

show
 in 2019. 
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 A

 very nice letter from
 the M

ayor of M
ilton K

eynes about our 
exhibition. 
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 sw

itching betw
een dim

m
ed and full headlights. W

hen w
e have 

enough 
channels, 

w
e 

can 
sim

ulate 
light 

locom
otives 

or 
suppress the rear light in case w

e are pulling a train w
ith it. 

O
nly your fantasy is the lim

it…
 

 N
ew

er generations of decoders give you also the possibility to 
use sm

all RC
 servos in your locom

otive or in your coaches; 
this opens even m

ore possibilities like m
oving pantographs or 

opening doors. 
 Before servo control cam

e on the m
arket, som

e 15 years ago, 
I started experim

enting w
ith shape m

em
ory w

ires. Shape 
m

em
ory w

ires are m
ade from

 an alloy of nickel and titanium
, 

this m
aterial has a very low

 transition tem
perature betw

een 
m

artensitic and austenite crystalline structure. W
hen heated 

above its transition tem
perature the m

aterial rem
em

bers the 
shape it had during annealing. You can stretch the alloy w

hen 
it is cold and w

hen you w
arm

 it w
ill shorten again to its original 

shape w
ith great force. T

his can be used for sim
ple m

ovem
ents 

as for instance raising a pantograph. The w
ire is stretched by 

a steel spring, w
hen heated up it contracts. The m

ovem
ent you 

get on 100m
m

 length is approxim
ately 3m

m
.  

 I heat the w
ire by sending a current through, using a function 

channel of the decoder. The current is low
 enough not to 

dam
age the decoder. A

nd of course, there is a current lim
iting 

shunt in the circuit, w
hich is dim

ensioned in a w
ay the decoder 

doesn’t dye even in case of a short circuit. 
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T
he pow

er of D
C

C
 

B
y G

erhard N
ovak 

 Y
ou w

ill have seen a lot of articles pro- and against D
C

C
, 

starting from
 the com

pletely w
rong idea that w

ith a change to 
D

C
C

 everything has to be re-w
ired. I can assure you a sw

itch 
to D

C
C

 doesn’t need any re-w
iring and also no additional 

drop w
ires or bus-bars. W

hy should an engine w
hich w

as 
happily running under D

C
 now

 need m
ore pow

er or m
ore 

w
iring? T

he current draw
n by the locom

otive and dependent 
on that the voltage drop – w

ill be exactly the sam
e as it w

as 
before. 
 W

here do I see the pow
er of D

C
C

 – it is happening on a 
different field. First of all D

C
C

 increases the perform
ance as 

the track alw
ays is under full voltage – it is the decoder w

ho 
regulates the pow

er to the m
otor, therefore you w

ill face less 
contact problem

s.  
 D

C
C

 
gives 

us 
also 

the 
possibilities 

to 
program

 
the 

characteristics of a certain locom
otive. W

e can set a realistic 
m

axim
um

 speed and also acceleration and brake curves w
hich 

are realistic. I hate it w
hen locom

otives accelerate like a Red 
Bull F1 car. Even a light engine w

ill have a certain m
ass, and 

here w
e speak about m

ore than a hundred tons. So please 
D

C
C

 users take the tim
e to set a few

 param
eters on your 

decoder for m
ore realistic m

ovem
ents! 

 A
nd w

hen you say that shunting is im
possible doing it this w

ay 
– every better decoder allow

s program
m

ing a shunting m
ode, 

w
here all m

om
entum

 is suppressed w
ith a single button.  

 D
C

C
 gives us the possibility to use headlights also if the train 

is not in m
otion – w

e can add cab lights and D
C

C
 also allow

s 
13 

   
B

rinklow
 is O

fficially O
pen 

B
y W

ayne W
ebb  

 Back in M
ay 2015 new

 base boards appeared in the club for a new
 N

 
gauge layout. 
 T

he plan w
as for a show

 layout, but it also had w
ork for D

C
 and 

D
C

C
 operation. In addition, it had to be suitable to run A

m
erican 

and continental stock. 
 O

ver the next tw
o years m

any m
em

bers w
ould have seen the layout 

change from
 bare base boards into a m

odel railw
ay. 

 In N
ovem

ber 2017 the layout w
as photographed by A

ndy Y
ork for 

the February 2018 edition of British R
ailw

ay M
odelling. 

Its first m
ain show

 w
ill be our club show

 and hopefully m
any m

ore to 
follow

. 
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 O

n the 30th January 2018 the M
ayor of M

ilton K
eynes, C

llr D
avid 

H
opkins cut the ribbon on our new

 N
 gauge layout at our press day 

launch. 

 Brinklow
 is now

 officially up and running! 
 

! 
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Picture 15     H
ardboard covering battens right 

dow
n to w

ithin 1 foot of eaves, leaving access to 
a cable run along the front. 

Picture 16   U
nder the front eaves, show

ing the 
loft safety hinged floor piece. 
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Picture 9     Sam
e area, D

ifferent angle w
ith 

insulation and hardboard going in. 
Picture 10     Pipes being covered w

ith 
insulation and slightly higher floor going in. 

 
 

Picture 11     O
ne end sandw

ich w
all w

ith door 
thro' to ordinary loft area. 

Picture 12     Sandw
ich w

all and further loft 
access at the other end. 

  
 

 Picture 13    Rockw
all and battens on front 

low
er w

all 
Picture 14   T

he partly finished front w
all 

show
ing construction details 
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M
A

K
IN

G
 R

O
O

M
 FO

R
 A

 R
A

ILW
A

Y
 

by Phil Ram
sden

: 
 P

hase 2: C
onstruction details. 

The floor w
as the first priority after the pipes had been m

oved.  
I used W

ickes 4x2 floorboard panels placed onto the existing 
joists, but w

ith added 2x1 saw
n tim

ber along the joists first, so 
that I could leave the occasional 0.5 inch gap to enable cross-
joist electrical w

ires to pass through.  O
n the R

/H
 side (looking 

tow
ards the front of the building) there w

ere m
ultiple 22 m

m
 

pipes passing from
 the boiler to the cylinder in the cloakroom

, 
so this area had to have a slightly raised floor, but as it w

as 
w

here track boards w
ere due to be laid, there w

as no problem
.  

The L/H
 side, how

ever, had an area of about 14 inches w
idth 

w
here the floor had to go up about a foot because of the raised 

ceiling heights in the back passagew
ay and the study bedroom

.  
This too w

as going to be w
here track boards w

ould be 
positioned, so w

as not critical. 
 O

ne of m
y first priorities w

as to get a decent am
ount of light 

up there to w
ork w

ith in the w
inter m

onths, so I called in 
Ram

sden Rew
ires, w

ho installed a row
 of 8 battenholders 

linked together w
ith 2 sw

itches (for L/H
 and R

/H
 loft sides) 

fitted w
ith 40W

 H
alogen bulbs.  N

ow
 that LED

 bulbs have 
com

e dow
n in price, they have replaced the 8 halogens, 

m
eaning a total consum

ption equivalent to a 25 W
att bulb for 

the 8 lights!  T
his excellent firm

 also put in a sim
ilar series of 

lights in the L/H
 and R

/H
 loft areas beyond w

here I w
as building 

and a double fluorescent fitting in the third loft area over the 
kitchen.  Let there be light, as they say! 
 The next jobs to hand w

ere boarding off the 3 loft areas to 
create an insulated room

.  U
sing som

e of the existing 1.5“ deep 
joists at either end, ordinary hardboard w

as nailed to the loft 
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 side of the joists, (it w

as necessary to add a few
 m

ore joist 
pieces for extra strength in places), then fibreglass w

as put into 
the cavities w

hile w
hite-faced hardboard w

as nailed to the 
room

 side (this done to reflect m
ore natural light), thus giving 

an insulated “sandw
ich” w

all.  A
 door w

as constructed for each 
end to access the loft areas to fit the profile of the joists at 
each end, w

hich w
as a bit tricky.  A

ll of this can be seen in the 
accom

panying pictures.  It w
ould have been nice to have been 

able 
to 

cut 
out 

the 
trusses 

w
hich 

are 
in 

the 
w

ay, 
but 

unfortunately, if I did this then the roof w
ould have fallen in!!! 

 T
he back w

all (13.5 feet long) had to consist of a vertical area 
of about 3 feet high, w

ith the rest follow
ing the slope of the 

roof.  Vertical joists w
ere added at intervals of about 22 inches 

(the w
idth betw

een the joists) betw
een the floor and the slope 

of the existing joists.  The vertical section w
as m

ade in a sim
ilar 

“sandw
ich” m

ethod to the end w
alls, but using foil-backed 

m
odern 1 inch insulation (I understand since that this type has 

been im
plicated in the G

renfell fire tragedy, so I've replaced 
m

ost of it w
ith old pieces of 2 inch polystyrene that I had to 

hand).  The sloping portion w
as carried out the sam

e w
ay as 

the top front area by polystyrene sheets betw
een the joists as 

described below
.   H

ardboard w
as then added to cover and 

neaten everything off (see pics). 
 T

he Front (eaves) side, I decided to face w
ith hardboard all the 

w
ay dow

n to w
ithin 1 foot of the bottom

 as this w
ould give 

m
e m

ore w
idth (as long as the railw

ay boards w
ere low

 dow
n) 

to construct the storage sidings.  T
his area w

as adjacent to the 
roof 

slope, 
so 

I 
purchased 

som
e 

(expensive) 
R

ock-w
ool 

insulation (w
hich also cuts dow

n sound as w
ell as being 

insulation), and put it betw
een the roof joists, holding it in place 

w
ith diagonal pieces of 4x1 saw

n boards (see photos).  This 
w

as 
then 

covered 
w

ith 
the 

obligatory 
sheets 

of 
plain 
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 hardboard.  This w

as carried out to the area below
 the w

indow
.  

H
ow

ever, above this, I fitted pieces of 2 inch thick polystyrene 
sheet cut to size, again covered w

ith hardboard.  A
 diagonal 

strut of 4x1 PA
R tim

ber had to be kept at this level either side 
of the w

indow
 for sem

i-structural purposes. 
 Finally, the 1-foot gap at the bottom

 of the eaves had to be 
filled w

ith a fram
ew

ork, insulated and covered w
ith hardboard.  

Inside here are a lot of w
ire cables, and I needed access to 

these in case I ever w
anted to m

odify the w
iring for the outside 

lights.  A
 double-pole sw

itch has been added dow
n here 

(noticeable in the picture) to isolate the outside supply so that 
it can be m

odified w
ithout having to sw

itch the m
ains off.  For 

this I am
 also grateful to m

y friends at R
am

sden R
ew

ires! 

 
 

Picture 7     M
ain floor laid.  N

ote uprights on 
R/H

 side, som
e insulation and part of sandw

ich 
w

all in. 

Picture 8     K
itchen loft access area and 

uprights.  N
ote diverted central heating pipes, 

“path” into loft and insulation 


