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C
H

A
IR

M
A

N
'S N

E
W

S 
 Since the last new

sletter w
e have been to Sw

eden w
here w

e w
ere 

scheduled to ride on 3 steam
 heritage lines.  U

nfortunately, due to the 
extrem

e heat and dry conditions steam
 w

as banned in Sw
eden and w

e 
had to m

ake do w
ith diesel haulage on tw

o of them
.  T

he heat had 
taken its toll on the full-size railw

ay too, and our train from
 M

alm
o to 

Stockholm
 had to keep being diverted to w

rong line running w
ith 

attendant pathing delays. It w
as particularly disappointing that w

e 
could not visit Sw

eden's longest preserved line, 55km
 long, because 

they only have steam
 locos. Instead the T

our M
anager arranged for us 

to visit the Sw
edish A

irforce M
useum

, w
hich I w

ould not have visited 
from

 choice but nevertheless found it very interesting.  In particular 
the rem

ains of a D
ouglas D

C
3 w

hich had been shot dow
n by a 

R
ussians in 1952 and had lain undiscovered at the bottom

 of the Black 
Sea for over 50 years.  Russia denied the w

hole incident until 1992 and 
it w

as due to the activities of a private diving com
pany that the rem

ains 
w

ere found and raised from
 the deep in 2004.  W

e also had a half-day 
cruise along the G

öta C
anal, w

here after the first hour the boat had 
only travelled about a m

ile due to the continuous flights of locks. W
e 

finally left from
 Stockholm

 on a coal-fired steam
 ship built in 1903 

crossing Lake M
älaren to M

ariefred w
here a 600m

m
 narrow

 gauge 
train took us inland for a few

 kilom
etres on the Ö

stra Söderm
anlands 

railw
ay to its term

inus at Läggesta.   
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T

he 1902 built 2-4-2T Vira w
aiting for us at M

ariefred quayside 
G

erm
any did not have the sam

e issues w
ith the heat so w

e had steam
 

haulage on both the M
olli and R

oland narrow
 gauge lines as planned.  

T
he M

ollibahn, G
erm

any's only 3ft gauge railw
ay is fam

ous for its 
street running, w

here trains pass just centim
etres aw

ay from
 people 

drinking coffee outside the cafes and bars in the m
ain street.  

 ID
 P

hotos 
T

he m
em

ber photos displayed on the club notice board have becom
e 

outdated so w
e propose to take new

 ones.  H
ow

ever, in accordance 
w

ith legislation surrounding our D
ata Protection Statem

ent everyone 
has the right to object to having their im

age captured and displayed in 
the clubroom

. 
 D

ave C
ourt w

ill take the new
 photos so please try to attend the 

clubroom
 in the near future for this purpose. If you do not w

ish to 
have your photo taken or displayed just let D

ave know
 at the tim

e so 
w

e know
 w

hen all m
em

bers are accounted for. 
 For new

er m
em

bers w
ho have had their pictures published in the 

new
sletter there is no need to have them

 taken again. 
 C

hris H
ughes  

C
hairm

an 
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 T

he M
K

M
R

S Q
uarterly N

ew
sletter w

ill only survive w
ith your help, w

e need you 
to provide articles -  

v
 T

hese can be w
rite-ups on exhibitions you have attended, m

odeling titbits, 
or anything that you think other m

em
bers w

ould find interesting.  
v

 If you w
ould like to be included in our “M

eet the M
em

bers” articles in a 
future N

ew
sletter, please send in your notes for inclusion.  

v
 T

he articles need to be sent in by em
ail to N

ew
sletter@

M
K

M
R

S.org.uk 
they need to be the w

ords that you w
ant to appear, include any pictures 

that you w
ant in the article. A

ll can be sent to the above em
ail address for 

inclusion.  
v

 H
oping for lots of copy for the new

sletter. 

D
eadline for articles for the A

utum
n E

dition is the 30
th N

ovem
ber 

2018 w
ith the N

ew
sletter being published by the 7

th D
ecem

ber 2018.  
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M
eet the M

em
bers: 

K
evin P

ayne 
 H

ello! I rejoined M
K

M
R

S after a long gap 
about tw

o years ago, w
hen I “sort of” retired 

after forty years w
orking in the rail industry. 

I say “sort of”, because after a year I found 
m

yself w
orking again, albeit part-tim

e and for 
different com

panies. 
 

T
here are no direct railw

ay connections in m
y fam

ily, but I can’t 
rem

em
ber a tim

e w
hen I w

asn’t interested in the subject, w
hich m

ay 
have som

ething to do w
ith the fact that m

y father bought m
e a 

H
ornby-D

ublo set on the day that I w
as born, and that m

y m
other 

told 
m

e 
m

any 
stories 

of 
her 

grandfather, 
an 

exceedingly 
skilled 

m
odel engineer. T

hings w
ere helped 

along by an uncle passing dow
n his 0-

gauge tinplate trains to m
e w

hen I w
as 

about 
three 

years 
old, 

and 
by 

m
y 

grandparents 
living 

in 
a 

village 
few

 
m

iles 
from

 
W

oking, 
every 

visit 
to 

w
hich 

involved 
a 

train 
journey 

via 
W

aterloo. W
aterloo, I rem

em
ber exactly as it is in the fam

ous film
 

“T
erm

inus”; fortunately, I never got lost, but otherw
ise I w

as that little 
boy. 
 

M
y 

w
orking 

life 
has 

been 
divided 

betw
een the national rail netw

ork and 
London U

nderground. M
y specialism

 
is traction pow

er supply engineering, 
but I spent nearly a decade heading-
up 

station 
engineering 

for 
the 

U
nderground, and becam

e involved 
w

ith 
other 

subjects 
such 

as 
telecom

m
unications 

strategy, 
operational safety cases, and controlling tem

peratures in deep tube 
tunnels, and even becam

e a qualified station assistant, so that I could 
help-out w

hen things got really busy. Lately I’ve been w
orking on safety 
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 arrangem

ents for 25kV overhead electrification, and the battery-
charging system

 for a prototype battery/hybrid m
ultiple-unit. 

 I’ve not been very good at sticking to one subject in m
odel railw

ays 
either. A

fter junior years spent dism
antling second-hand D

ublo, Triang 
and G

rafar locom
otives and associated controllers to find out how

 
they w

orked, I progressed through the narrow
 gauge scales from

 009 
to 16m

m
/ft, stopping-off at A

m
erican H

0 along the w
ay. O

ver the past 
few

 years, I have got deeply into old-fashioned three-rail 0 scale, w
hich 

I like to pretend is about being conscious of the history of our hobby, 
but is probably really a regression to childhood tinplate. 
 T

he “club” aspect of our hobby has alw
ays been im

portant to m
e, but 

for m
any years the com

bination of w
ork and fam

ily life m
eant that I 

couldn’t really participate in it. N
ow

 I’m
 able to find tim

e to attend at 
least som

e gatherings, m
ainly those for “O

ld 0 G
auge Buffs”, but I also 

hope to be able to becom
e m

ore than just a corresponding m
em

ber 
at M

K
M

R
S. Please say “hello” if I do m

anage to get to any m
eetings! 
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M
em

ber U
pdates 

 Please join us in w
elcom

ing the follow
ing new

 m
em

bers to the club. If 
you see them

 in the clubroom
 please introduce yourself.   

 

          
      

 
   

 
 Philip D

ow
ns 

          Brian Proctor 
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D
ate 

E
vent 

1st D
ec 2018 

Letchw
orth M

odel Rilw
ay Society - M

odel R
ailw

ay 
Exhibition.  Etonbury A

cadem
y, Stotfold R

oad, 
A

rlesey, Bedfordshire 

8th D
ec 2018 

to 9th D
ec 

2018 

T
he N

ational Festival of Railw
ay M

odelling.  East of 
England Event C

entre, O
undle R

oad, A
lw

alton. 
Peterborough 

  
 

M
K

 H
eritage W

eekends 
 

D
uring Septem

ber the M
K

 H
eritage A

ssociation holds a num
ber of 

exhibitions and O
pen D

ays throughout the city.  If you are interested 
then a brochure that provides details of all of the events are available 
from

 libraries, council offices and even D
obbies. 

 Y
ou can get this online from

 w
w

w
.m

kheritageopendays.com
 and 

follow
 the Brochure option.  

 A
nother event not in the above brochure is an Exhibition celebrating 

the 180
th A

nniversary of Roade Railw
ay cutting w

hich is open on the 
8

th and 9
th Septem

ber at R
oade V

illage H
all from

 12:00 until 18:00.  
Further inform

ation can be found at – 
 w

w
w

.m
kheritage.org.uk/hodm

k/events/roade-railw
ay-cutting/ 
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H

ornby M
agazine have kindly offered M

K
M

R
S m

em
bers a discount on 

adm
ission prices to the forthcom

ing G
reat Electric T

rain Show
 on 

13/14
th O

ctober at the M
K

 A
rena (D

ons Stadium
). 

 T
he discounted price is £7 com

pared to norm
al advance of £9 or £12 

on the door. 
Entry is by w

ristband, w
hich w

ill be posted out to m
em

bers prior to 
the event -  
Please note they are day specific so you need to state w

hich day you 
w

ish to go on your application. 
 For on-line applications go to; 
https://shop.keypublishing.com

/departm
ent/productList/dep

artm
ent/T

IC
K

E
T

 
 From

 the w
ebsite page select the tickets you require and add the 

quantity to the basket. W
hen you are happy click on C

heckout and 
use the follow

ing codes in the Prom
otion C

ode box and press R
edeem

 
C

ode. 
 U

se the code M
K

SA
T

 for Saturday adm
ission, or 

 
 

    M
K

SU
N

 for Sunday adm
ission 

 If you do not have access to the internet, application can also be m
ade 

by telephone to 01780 480404 and again quote the codes for your 
discount. 
 C

ut-off date for applications is 28
th Septem

ber 
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P

art 5 
B

y D
ave C

ourt and P
eter E

llis 
 W

ork on the construction of all of the buildings is now
 all but 

com
plete, the only outstanding one is the m

odel of R
ow

land’s house. 
 W

e have now
 m

oved onto the scenery and this is progressing w
ell.  

Peter and I have taken the decision that as w
e needed so m

any trees 
for the layout w

e w
ould not have the tim

e to build them
 ourselves 

and have therefore asked our fellow
 m

em
ber Jacqui Perrat (C

eynix 
M

odel T
rees) to m

ake them
 for us. Jacqui has agreed to do this for us, 

but unfortunately, she has had an accident and has broken her hand, 
w

e w
ish her a speedy recovery.  This w

ill delay her m
aking the trees 

for us but w
e w

ill have them
 before the layouts first appearance in 

public at our exhibition. 
T

he station area is com
plete w

ith a very 
w

ell stocked station m
asters garden.  

 T
he 

fencing 
along 

the 
platform

s 
has 

been 
com

pleted 
and the platform

 lights (w
hich w

ork) are 
installed.  
 

Franklin’s C
oal m

erchant that w
as 

situated in the Fenny station goods 
area is in place w

ith a genuine m
odel 

of a 1950 Bedford truck com
plete 

w
ith a m

an loading coal sacks onto 
the lorry. 
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22ndSept 2018 
to 23rd Sept 

2018 

D
idcot Railw

ay C
entre. D

elivering the G
oods 

22nd Sept 2018 
to 23rd Sept 

2018 

Scalefour Society - Scaleforum
.  Stoke M

andeville 
Stadium

, G
uttm

ann R
oad, A

ylesbury. 

22nd Sept 2018 
W

hitney M
odel and C

ollectors C
lub - G

rand 
M

odel Show
.  St M

ary's Parish C
hurch, C

hurch 
G

reen, W
itney, O

xfordshire 

6th O
ct 2018 

T
ring &

 D
istrict M

odel R
ailw

ay C
lub - T

ad-Rail.  
T

he C
ottesloe School, A

ylesbury R
oad, W

ing, 
Leighton Buzzard. 

13th O
ct 2018 

to 14th O
ct 

2018 

C
orby &

 D
istrict M

R
S - C

orby Exhibition.  St Peter 
&

 A
ndrew

 C
hurch H

all, Beanfield A
ve, C

orby 

13th O
ct 2018 

to 14th O
ct 

2018 

H
ornby M

agazine - The G
reat Electric Train Show

.  
A

rena M
K

, Stadium
 W

ay, M
ilton K

eynes 

27th O
ct 2018 

C
hiltern H

ills V
intage Train G

roup - A
m

ersham
 

C
lassic M

odel Train Show
.  St John's M

ethodist 
C

hurch H
all, 60 W

oodside R
oad, A

m
ersham

 

3rd N
ov 2018 

H
igh W

ycom
be &

 D
istrict M

odel Railw
ay Society - 

W
ycrail 18.  C

ressex C
om

m
unity School, C

ressex 
R

oad, H
igh W

ycom
be 

4th N
ov 2018 

South Buckingham
shire O

 G
auge R

unning G
roup 

-  Bourne End Public O
 G

auge Running.  St 
D

unstan's C
hurch H

all, W
akem

an R
oad, Bourne 

End, SL8 5SX
 

24th N
ov 2018 

Bedfordshire 16m
m

 N
arrow

 G
auge A

rea G
roup - 

Steam
 in Beds 2018.  Eaton Bray V

illage H
all, 

C
hurch Lane, Eaton Bray, D

unstable 

  
 

D
ate 

E
vent 
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Forthcom
ing E

vents 
D

ate 
E

vent 
1st Sept 2018 
to 2nd Sept 

2018 

N
ene Valley Railw

ay. Steam
 in G

reen featuring a 
G

resley A
4 and Britain class. A

dult 1 day £21, 
Senior £18. 

1st Sept 2018 
O

lney M
R

C
 - Exhibition 2018, C

arlton H
ouse C

lub, 
38 H

igh Street, O
lney. 10:30 to 4:30 adm

ission £3 
for all. 

1st Sept 2018 
to 2nd Sept 

2018 

Soar Valley M
odel R

ailw
ay C

lub - H
eart of the 

M
idlands M

odel R
ailw

ay Exhibition.  Loughborough 
G

ram
m

er School, Leicester R
oad, Loughborough 

5th Sept 2018 
to 8th Sept 

2018 

T
he East Lancastshire Railw

ay.  Scotsm
an in Steam

 

8th Sept 2018 
to 9th Sept 

2018 

M
id Suffolk Light R

ailw
ay. C

ountry G
ala 

8th Sept 2018 
to 9th Sept 

2018 

M
useum

 of the G
reat W

estern Railw
ay. Sw

indon 
Steam

 Festival 2018 

8th Sept 2018 
to 9th Sept 

2018 

Sw
indon and C

ricklade R
ailw

ay. 40th A
nniversary. 

15th Sept 2018 
K

ettering and D
istrict M

odel Railw
ay Society - 

A
nnual Exhibition.  G

reenfields School, H
ighfields 

R
oad, K

ettering 

15th Sept2018 
to 16th Sept 

2018 

Leighton Buzzard N
arrow

 G
auge R

ailw
ay. Steam

 
G

ala 

20th Sept 2018 
to 23rd Sept 

2018 

Severn V
alley Railw

ay. A
utum

n Steam
 G

ala 
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T
his picture show

s the 
station 

looking 
tow

ards the Stag road 
bridge. 
        

 
T

hese pictures show
 

the w
ork in progress of 

the Sim
pson Board that 

includes the R
ow

lands 
tim

ber yard, the 
Sim

pson R
oad level 

crossing, crossing 
keeper’s cottage, signal 
box and the police 
station. 
  

        
 



8 
 T

he 
final 

board 
that 

needed to be w
orked on 

w
as the canal board.  D

ue 
to 

space 
w

ithin 
the 

garage, 
access 

to 
this 

board 
w

as 
severely 

restricted. 
 

W
e 

therefore, 
rem

oved 
the 

Sim
pson R

oad board and 
stored 

this 
under 

m
y 

layout in the cabin.  
        
 T

his then allow
ed the free-standing canal board to be m

oved to easy 
access.  T

hese pictures show
 the canal board w

ith the first coat of 
flock in place, along w

ith the lock keepers’ cottage.  T
he lock gates 

have had to be built from
 scratch as the depth of the lock at Fenny is 

so sm
all (11 inches) that 

all pre-built gates w
here 

just too big.  
         

W
e w

ill continue w
ith the scenery over the next few

 m
onths and our 

plan is to have a trail run of the layout in N
ovem

ber or D
ecem

ber.  
W

e w
ill aim

 to set the layout up, in its full exhibition state, for the trail 
run, so that w

e can test the logistics of transporting the layout and re-
assem

bling the boards.  This w
ill be a very exciting phase and w

e w
ill 

report back in the next N
ew

sletter.  
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 planned.  There w

ould be a short bay platform
 at the east end w

ith a 
regular local shuttle service to take people across to the original 
C

lapham
 Junction station if they needed to access any local services.  

A
ll trains apart from

 a few
 fitted fast parcels and m

ilk trains w
ould be 

expected to stop here. 
 T

he station w
as given the not very im

aginative nam
e of C

lapham
 

Exchange, w
hich did, how

ever describe it's purpose succinctly.  Plans 
w

ere put into action and the new
 station becam

e operative in  July 
1959  and has since proved to be a success.   
 O

ne of the other advantages of the increased capacity w
as that the 

railw
ay decided that it w

ould be a good opportunity to increase the 
num

ber of fast trains running to all destinations by cutting their lengths 
and providing m

ore trains w
ith the spare carriages thus released.  M

ost 
express trains therefore, w

ould have ten or few
er coaches and w

ould 
overall be faster and better tim

e keepers.  This enabled the Southern 
R

egion to have a system
 that w

as sw
ifter and m

ore punctual and 
becam

e the envy of the rest of British R
ail. (Sorry! H

ad to get that one 
in!) 
 Postscript 
 W

hen all this gets done is anybody's guess.  I tend to have too m
uch 

other things going on in the sum
m

er, so probably m
ore things w

ill get 
done w

hen the holiday season ends i.e. N
ovem

ber.  I also need to enter 
uncharted territory soon, as I w

ill need to lay code 70 rail w
ith outside 

third (code 100 doesn't look right) in the three scenic areas.  A
t least 

the scenery w
ill not be too bad – just a streetscene w

ith low
 relief 

buildings and plenty of traffic. 
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M
aking room

 for a railw
ay 

by P
hil R

am
sden: 

 P
hase 4: T

he (fictional) story behind C
lapham

 E
xchange 

station. 
 D

uring the m
id to late 1950's, the southern region of British R

ailw
ays 

w
as finding that C

lapham
 Junction station, then the busiest station in 

the w
orld, w

as getting to the point w
here m

ore lines and m
ore 

capacity w
ould be needed.  The problem

 w
as that no m

ore expansion 
room

 at the present station w
as available. 

 T
he railw

ays board m
et and discussed this at length.  T

he idea w
as 

gradually put together to create another station about a half-m
ile to 

the south-east of the present one using old w
orld w

ar tw
o bom

b sites 
still existing, together w

ith the dem
olishing of slum

 clearance houses 
in the sam

e area. 
 A

 plan w
as draw

n up to create a tw
o-platform

 station through w
hich 

w
ould be diverted all of the express trains w

hich w
ould norm

ally use 
the Junction station, leaving C

lapham
 Junction solely for local trains 

only.  This w
ould nom

inally be the fast trains from
 W

aterloo serving 
Bournem

outh, Salisbury, Exeter and all the other stations w
est of 

Exeter. 
 It w

as decided that the Kent and Sussex fast trains, w
hich norm

ally ran 
from

 Victoria w
ould also be diverted from

 the Brixton route to go 
through the station as w

ell.  T
his w

ould give express services to 
Portsm

outh, Brighton, D
over, Folkestone and the Kent coast w

ith the 
use of som

e new
 and upgraded track through the London suburbs. 

 T
he idea of this w

as that the new
 C

lapham
 station w

ould be an 
interchange point for people com

ing up from
 Kent and Sussex to have 

cross-platform
 interchange to take trains dow

n to the W
est C

ountry, 
and vice-versa, thus saving the problem

 of having to change stations in 
London itself w

ith the attendant problem
 of getting from

 one station 
to the other by tube train, bus or taxi. 
 A

 sim
ple, w

ide, station w
ith one up and one dow

n track to enable 
people to sim

ply w
alk across to the other side of the platform

 w
as 
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Friends of B
letchley Station 

B
y T

erry Silver 
 A

s chairm
an of M

K
M

R
S’s Friends of Bletchley Station G

roup (all three of us) I 
w

ould like to take this opportunity to bring you up to speed as to w
here w

e are 
w

ith this project. 
 W

e have so far three plant boxes on 
Platform

 Six, (please see photos) they 
are even during this superb sum

m
er and 

the dry spell, doing really w
ell. T

hat is 
due to the efforts of Ian Bartlett, Paul 
W

akeley, and m
yself.  

 

T
he 

aim
 

of 
this 

is 
that 

the 
new

 
R

ail 
Franchise 

for 
the 

w
est 

coast 
m

ain 
line 

London N
orthw

est w
ishes to im

prove all of 
their stations for the com

m
uters that use 

them
 

to 
m

ake 
them

 
a 

m
ore 

attractive 
environm

ent for their custom
ers. 

 
 W

e w
ere given the go ahead to 

begin on just platform
 six, as I said 

earlier w
e have m

ade a start w
ith 

the three plant boxes on the fence 
on that platform

.  
  H

aving 
m

et 
the 

new
 

Station 
M

anager for Bletchley her nam
e is 

A
nnam

aria Izzard, she w
ould like 

to expand the plating to other platform
s on the station. 

 I contacted an old business acquaintance of m
ine w

ho in turn contacted W
yevale 

N
urseries in W

oburn Sands and they have agreed to help us w
ith advice on 

plants and plating, plus hopefully they w
ill also been giving us a discount. 

 W
e have arranged a m

eeting w
ith them

 and London N
orthw

est for W
ednesday 

29 A
ugust to discuss this and how

 w
e can im

plem
ent it to benefit all parties. 

 I w
ill of course keep the C

lub inform
ed as to the outcom

e of the m
eeting. 
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M
A

K
IN

G
 R

O
O

M
 FO

R
 A

 R
A

ILW
A

Y
 

by P
hil R

am
sden: 

 P
hase 3: R

oom
 finished, Fram

es to put in. 
 First, som

e pictures of the finished loft: 
  Picture 16 

Picture 16 show
s the entrance door 

to the part of the loft over the 
kitchen area. 
 Picture 17 show

s the shaped door 
into the left-hand loft area (looking 
from

 the front of the house). 
 Picture 18 show

s the shaped door 
at the other end, leading into the 
right-hand loft area. 

 Picture 17 
 Picture 18 

T
he fram

es to carry the baseboards m
ade out of 2x1 par tim

ber are 
now

 added: 
11 

  Picture 19 
 Picture 20 

Low
 level view

 of the fram
es on the 

left-hand side w
here the floor is 

slightly raised to go over the large 
num

ber of boiler to hot tank pipes. 

Low
 level view

 of the fram
es on the 

right-hand side w
here the floor 

goes up to allow
 for part of the 

raised ceiling dow
nstairs 

Picture 21 
T

hese fram
es tucked under the 

front eaves are intended to be for 
the storage sidings (12 in all). 
 T

hey are constructed of the usual 
2x1 par tim

ber and are 2 feet w
ide. 

Picture 22  
T

hese are the fram
es w

here the 
scenic section of C

lapham
 Exchange 

station w
ill, hopefully be built. (m

ore 
about this in the follow

ing text). 

 
 

 


